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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Dear Parents, Families and Friends,

The Matildas fever has definitely made a positive impact on our students. Children are
playing in the yard, calling out ‘Sam Kerr’ when they score a goal in our new soccer nets.
Regardless of Wednesday’s result, these women have united a country as we are all
celebrating for the same team. The potential impact on future generations is not lost. To see
sold-out crowds at each event, and thousands in attendance at live sites around the country
is a huge achievement. These professional athletes are gaining high praise and respect for
their talents, which has often not been the case for female athletes in previous years.

On Wednesday, students participated in the
Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Mass. This feast day commemorates that
Mary, the mother of God, was assumed body and
soul into heaven and reunited with her son Jesus.
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Mary visits her cousin
Elizabeth. Mary, who has just found out she is to
be the mother of God’s son, is excited for
Elizabeth, who has been wishing for a child for a
long time. Mary’s acceptance of the news, along
with her humility and faith in God are reflected in
her prayer of praise, known as The Magnificat.
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During our school closure last Friday, staff came together to deepen their understanding of Catholic Social
Teaching, Science of Reading and review our School Improvement Plan for 2024-2026. Catholic Social
Teaching draws on Scripture, tradition, reason and experience to address issues of social, economic and
ecological justice. It provides principles for reflection, criteria for judgement and guidelines for action that
help us to build up the Reign of God in the world. Today, we mainly focus on seven principles of Catholic Social
Teaching. These principals will be introduced to students in our upcoming Source of Life - Religious Education
Units.

This year’s theme for Book Week is Read, Grow, Inspire. St Mary’s will be hosting their annual book week
parade, followed by activities and games on Wednesday, 23rd August. This is a community event, and we invite
all parents and friends to dress up for the occasion and join us at 9:00am. If you know of any little ones in our
region who like to come, please invite them along.

Finally, our Program Support Group (PSG) meeting will be held on Monday, 4th September, from 8:30am to
4:00pm. The aims of a PSG meeting are to ensure that those with the most knowledge of and responsibility for
the student, work together to establish shared goals for the children’s educational future. Educators plan,
monitor and evaluate reasonable adjustments for students to access the curriculum and participate in their
education. Bookings are now open via PAM.

Stephen O’Shannessy

Principal
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CALENDAR

TERM 3, 2023

Wednesday 23rd August
Book Week - ‘Read, Grow, Inspire’
Dress up as your favourite character
All welcome at 9.00am

Monday 28th August P&F Meeting @ 6.30pm (venue TBC)

Wednesday 30th August ASPA School Visit 9.30am - 10.45am

Friday 1st September
Father’s Day Breakfast from 8.30am
Liturgy/Photo Reflection 9.00am
Activity 9.20am

Monday 4th September Wedderburn College Transition Day
PSG Meetings

Wednesday 6th September Festival of the Sacred Performance at St Francis of the Fields

Tuesday 12th September Science Day at Bridgewater Primary School

Friday 15th September Last Day of Term 3 - Finish at 2.20pm

TERM 4, 2023

Monday 2nd October First Day of Term 4

Friday 6th October Spring Sports Day at Bridgewater Oval

Thursday 12th October Learning Conversations

Monday 16th October School Council Meeting @ 7pm

Tuesday 17th October Wedderburn College Transition Day
Learning Conversations

Friday 27th October St Mary’s Trivia Night @ Inglewood Golf Club

Sunday 5th November Inglewood Alive Festival

Monday 6th November PUPIL FREE DAY (Curriculum)

Tuesday 7th November PUBLIC HOLIDAY (Melbourne Cup Day)

3



CATHOLIC IDENTITY

On Wednesday, our school community came together to celebrate the
Feast of the Assumption. The Gospel reading for this day highlighted
Mary's faith. Mary's faith enabled her to recognise the work of God in
history and in her own life. Mary is a wonderful role model for our
community - prepared to say ‘Yes’ to God’s will, even though that puts her
in a very vulnerable position. She was then generous enough to visit her
cousin Elizabeth in her time of joy and need and acknowledged and
praised God’s goodness to her. May we become more like Mary, open and
cooperative toward God's plan for us and able to reflect upon and praise
God for the many things God has gifted us. If we are open and trusting like
Mary, God can and will, do wonderful things in our lives, too.

SCHOOL NEWS
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Father’s Day Morning Friday 1st September:
We invite Dads, Grandfathers or male influences to join us for our
Father’s Day Breakfast and Liturgy. The BBQ will be on from 8:30
am for dad to enjoy some bacon & egg sandwiches. This will be
followed by our Father’s Day Liturgy and slideshow reflection. We
will finish the celebrations with a special activity for fathers and
their children to create. We are currently in partnership with Men’s
Shed to assist us with preparing this activity.

Could families please email a photo of dads (and
father/grandfather/male role model) and their child for our
slideshow to: tfenwick@sminglewood.catholic.edu.au

5



STUDENT NEWS

Thank you, Miss Fenwick, for successfully gaining funds through the Sporting Schools Grant program. With this
funding, we have ordered the school a pair of soccer goals. Students have been playing goalie non-stop since their
arrival this week.

Radio News
What an entertaining time we had with John from
Radio Awareness for Kids! The students created
scripts including Comedy, Sports, Weather,
Advertisements and News, and recorded their 5
min breakfast show, complete with sound effects
and canned laughter!

Scan on the QR-CODE below to enjoy the dulcet tones of the
“Cooked Bacon”, “Ice Cream Radio”, “Lucky Lambo”, and
“Scrambled Eggs” breakfast shows!
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Martha Haylett
Last Thursday, Ms Martha Haylett, MP for Ripon, attended our awards assembly. Martha presented students who
participated in the local competition with a certification of participation. She was generous with her time and asked
students what they would like to see in our school. Although requesting an inground pool is not an option for the
near future, never say never!

We also congratulate, Olivia, Harry, Edmund and Jenson for receiving school awards

COMMUNITY NEWS
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