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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CALENDAR

Dear Parents, Families and Friends,

2022 has flown by and it seems pretty incredible that we have now
reached the end of the 2022 school year. As such, this is my final
newsletter as Principal of St Mary’s Primary School.

I will speak more at our Graduation Ceremony next week, but I just want
to take the time now to formally thank everyone who has supported the
incredible work that we do here at St Mary’s throughout 2023.

To Father Stephen: Thank you for your spiritual guidance and support. Our
school community has benefited from your wisdom and prayerfulness
during your regular visits to the school and the many opportunities we
have had throughout the year to pray together.

To Suzi Birthisel, as our School Council Chair, and the entire School
Council, P&F, parents and volunteers: Our school is all the richer for your
efforts and dedication. Parents and families are integral members of our
school community and are partners in improving children’s learning and
wellbeing outcomes. As we move into 2023, please remember our Wildly
Important Goal - Every Family Connected.

To the amazing St Mary’s Staff, Cath, Tayla, Louise, Franceen, Adele and
Sandra: Your efforts throughout the year have certainly been appreciated.

December

Fri 9th Grade 6 Big Day Out

Tue 13th End of Year Mass - 6pm

Wed 14th Students Last Day
3.20pm finish

Thur 15th Staff Planning Day

Fri 16th Last Day for Staff

January 2023

Thur 26th PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Fri 27th First Day for Staff

Mon 30th First Day for Students
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Your hard work and dedication was evident throughout the year as was your commitment towards being
student-centred and improving student outcomes. Our school community is lucky to have you working with us.

A final word to the St Mary’s students: Thank you for all your hard work throughout the school year. I have been so
honoured to be your principal; you made me proud to be a part of the St Mary’s community and you have filled me
with laughter and energy each day.  I am grateful for your joy, caring attitude and amazing talents.

I wish everyone a safe and Merry Christmas and holiday break; and wish you a future filled with love, laughter and
learning.

Kim Carter

Principal

CATHOLIC IDENTITY

A special thank you to everyone who donated food
items for our St Vinnies Christmas Appeal
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SCHOOL NEWS

K.K Gifts.
K.K. gifts will be given out on Tuesday 13th December.  Please send the gift in by Monday 12th
December.
The tag should read.
To: K.K.
From:  (your child’s name)
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2023 CLASS STRUCTURES & STAFF ROLES:

On Tuesday, our students enjoyed a morning focusing on transitioning to 2023. Throughout 2023, staff will be
investigating a range of pedagogical approaches and teaching structures, such as team teaching.

2023 Classes:
● Foundation - Grade 3: Miss Tayla Fenwick
● Grade 4 - Grade 6: Ibu Cath Williams

2023 Staff:
● Mr Stephen O’Shannessy: Principal, Learner Diversity, Religious Education Leader and Curriculum Leader
● Ibu Cath Williams: Grade 4-6 Classroom & Indonesian Teacher and Pastoral Wellbeing Leader
● Miss Tayla Fenwick: Foundation - Grade 3 Classroom & PE Teacher and Sports Coordinator
● Mrs Carly Bannan: Performing and Visual Arts Teacher and Leadership Release Teacher
● Mrs Franceen Innes: Learning Support Officer and Pastoral & Wellbeing Support (Chaplain)
● Mrs Adele George: Learning Support Officer
● Mrs Sandra Coffey: Office Administrator

KEY DATES FOR 2023:

2023 TERM DATES 2023 PUPIL FREE DAYS

● Term 1: 27th January - 6th April
○ First Day Staff: 27th January
○ First Day Students: 30th January

● Term 2: 24th April - 23rd June
● Term 3: 10th July - 15th September
● Term 4: 2nd October - 20th December

○ Last Day Students: 18th December
○ Last Day Staff: 20th December

● Friday 27th January (Staff Planning Day)
● Thursday 9th March (Staff Spirituality)
● Friday 26th May (Learner Diversity)
● Friday 11th August (Curriculum Focus)
● Monday 6th November (Report Writing Day)
● Tuesday 19th December (2024 Planning Day)
● Wednesday 20th December (Staff Last Day)

OFFICE HOURS:

Our Office will be open from Friday 27th January for any parents who would like to purchase any last minute
uniform items before school commences for students on Monday 30th January.

PAM UPDATES:

Throughout the Summer holidays, PAM will be undergoing some major updates. Please keep a lookout in the new
year if there is anything that needs to be done on your end to get PAM up and running again in 2023.

iPAD & KEYBOARD CHARGERS:

Next week our lease will end for our current batch of technology. All iPads, chargers, keyboards and cases will be
returned. This is a last chance for you to have a look at home for any St Mary’s chargers and cords that may have
been left over from COVID-related remote learning. Your help is greatly appreciated.
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STUDENT REPORTS & ATTENDANCE GOALS:

Our student reports will be sent home and released on PAM on Tuesday 13th December. Please take the time to
read your child’s report. All students should be proud of their efforts this semester. The end of semester reports
also provide an attendance summary. Please consider where your child’s attendance percentage sits within the
table below… Remember, every day counts!

STUDENT NEWS

GRADE 4/5/6 MILO CRICKET:

On Friday the 2nd of December our Grade 4/5/6 students
embarked to compete in the Loddon Calder District Milo
Cricket Competition. Our students had been practising
their cricket skills at school before competing against 2
other schools. St Mary’s won all 3 games in the lead up to
the grand final, we were the only team to win all 3 games.
It was a tough grand final losing to the other team, but at
the end of the match we all came out with smiles on our
faces and with the knowledge that we had done so well for
the day after not having done Milo cricket since before
Covid. Congratulations to all of the grade 4/5/6 students
on an awesome day!
~ Miss Fenwick
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JUNIOR FUN DAY:

On Thursday the 1st of December the Grade 1 / 2 students
left St Mary’s to go on their big adventure into Bendigo for
their Junior Fun Day. The students had so much fun going
bowling, for many of the students it was their first time
playing ten pin bowling. We then walked down to Rosalind
Park and enjoyed our lunch in the sun while admiring the
local bats and playing some games. We walked around the
park and admired the historic conservatory and all of the
plants inside. We also found the big Christmas tree and sleigh
that was set up across the road from the fountain. Before
arriving at our final destination of the art gallery, we climbed
up the poppet head that is in the middle of Bendigo. We were
all so puffed when we reached the top but in all the pain it
was exciting as so many students faced their fear of heights.
We all had such a lovely day in Bendigo and I would like to
say a massive thank you to all the junior students for being
absolutely amazing on this excursion. I received so many
compliments from the bowling alley and the art gallery
about you all.

~ Miss Fenwick
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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