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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CALENDAR

Dear Parents, Families and Friends,

Yesterday, we came together as a school and parish community for an Ash
Wednesday Mass. Ash Wednesday being the first day of the Christian
season of Lent. The marking of the Ashes on Ash Wednesday is an
expression of our faith and a sign that we are asking God for forgiveness. It
is a time of prayer, fasting and giving to others. Through prayer we come
closer to God so that we are better able to realise our baptismal promise to
live justly as Jesus teaches us. Fasting joins us in solidarity with the poor
who often have no choice but to go without basic needs such as food,
water and shelter. Giving to the poor or ‘almsgiving’ is a sign of our
commitment to justice and our thanks for all that God has given us.

Lent prepares us for the season of Easter, the most important time in the
Church’s calendar. By praying, fasting and giving alms, we are reminded of
Jesus’ death and Resurrection. Jesus brought the promise of hope to all
people so that we may “Have life and have it to the full.” (John 10:10), so
that with our neighbours, we can go further, together.

I thank Mrs Innes, Mrs George and our Grade 6 Leaders for preparing
pancakes for our community on Shrove Tuesday, a day traditionally spent
preparing for the Lenten season.

March

Mon 7th 3:30pm - First Reconciliation
Liturgy - Postponed

7:00pm - School Advisory
Council Special Meeting

Wed 9th Final Foundation Rest Day

Thurs 10th Gym & Swimming Program

Fri 11th Pupil Free Day
(Staff Spirituality Day)

Mon 14th Labour Day Public Holiday

Thurs 17th Gym & Swimming Program

Wed 23rd Learning Conversations

Fri 25th 2pm - P&F Meeting
3pm - Assembly

Women on Farms Gathering
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We acknowledge and pay respect to the Jaara people as the original and ongoing custodians of the land we meet on.

We commit ourselves to actively work alongside Aboriginal people for reconciliation and justice.
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Our School Advisory Council Special Meeting is this Monday at 7pm. I warmly invite the whole parent community to
come to the meeting to reconnect and reflect upon the 2021 school year. Drinks and refreshments will be provided.

Over the last week new COVID guidelines have been released relating to recent government announcements. Please
read a snapshot of these guidelines and how they impact St Mary’s further on in our newsletter. Of vital importance
is children remaining at home and being tested if unwell or symptomatic. As always, St Mary’s continues to be
guided by the government, CECV and Catholic Education Sandhurst.

As a school community, our thoughts, prayers, support and condolences are with Sandra Coffey and the Murphy
and Coffey families following the death of Sandra’s father, Ray Murphy, following a period of illness.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace.

Kim Carter

Principal

CATHOLIC IDENTITY

Historical Context – The mark of the cross
The tradition of marking the forehead with ash on Ash Wednesday can be
traced back to the ancient Jewish action of dusting oneself with ash as a
sign of repentance and mourning for wrongful actions. It was a public
declaration of the acknowledgement of the wrong and the commitment to
turn one’s life around and try not to make the same mistake again. It still
remains a public declaration that during the period of Lent those who wear
the cross of ash are going to attempt to turn around their lives and re-focus
themselves more fully on God.

Every day, millions of people walk long distances to school, to gather food or to
retrieve water. Throughout Lent we are asking our community to donate money
towards Project Compassion. If every student donates $1 each week over the last 5
weeks of Term 1, we will raise $130! On Thursday 7th April, following our End of Term
Mass, we will be heading to the path between the gate and the Office to create a coin
line to acknowledge the distance that so many children in the world need to walk to
get to school, while we are fortunate enough not to have to walk as far to have
access to education, food and water. Please consider donating coins to our cause.
Project Compassion collection boxes are in the Office and Classrooms.
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SCHOOL NEWS

COVID UPDATE:
St Mary’s has recently received updated guidelines relating to COVID-19. Please take note of the following and
speak with Mrs Carter if you have any questions.

● Free rapid antigen tests will be made available for all students in Victorian schools throughout Term 1
2022. You will have received your most recent supply of RAT kits last week.

● Students who report a positive result must isolate themselves for seven days and not attend school during
that period.

● Where a student is a household contact of a positive case (that is, they have spent more than four hours
with someone who has COVID-19 inside a house, accommodation, or care facility) they must inform the
school and isolate for seven days and not attend school during that period.

● Students must refrain from returning to school if they remain symptomatic, unless it is known that their
symptoms are caused by an underlying health condition or medication.

● If during the quarantine period an additional member of the household has returned a positive result,
household contacts are NOT subjected to rolling quarantine periods. The quarantine end date for the close
contact is unchanged and the student can safely return to school. Please note, if the student becomes
symptomatic. They should get tested and not attend school.

● All students are expected to attend onsite unless they are formally registered as being home-schooled.
Parent preference is not an approved reason for students to be absent due to COVID-19.

● Vaccination is not mandatory for students; however, in alignment with health advice, vaccinations are
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strongly encouraged as the best way to protect individuals, families and school communities from further
outbreaks and the spread of COVID-19.

● In Victorian Catholic schools, parents, carers and other adult visitors who enter school buildings must be
able to show evidence of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine or have a valid medical exemption.

● Staff, Visitors and Students in Grade 3 to Grade 6 must wear a face mask indoors and when on public
transport, unless a lawful exemption applies. Students in Prep to Grade 2 are strongly recommended to
wear a face mask indoors at school.

● The Service Victoria QR code check-in is no longer required at schools. Routine school visitor record
keeping arrangements will continue to apply - such as signing in at the Office.

● We continue to employ a range of COVID Safe practices to help keep our school community safe. These
include ventilation and air purification, hand sanitising and physical distancing.

● All students have a Home Learning Matrix in their reader bags for any time they may be required to isolate
due to COVID-19. If you have any questions regarding the work packs, please contact the classroom
teachers.

What’s happening this fortnight in PREP - GRADE 2

Religion Lent and Easter - Ash Wednesday & The three pillars of lent (almsgiving, fasting,
prayer)

English Reading - Understanding images within texts and the meaning behind it whilst being
able to relate it to what we are reading
Writing - Recount writing (planning)
Spelling - Prep: t, a, p & s, u, n Grade 1&2: ar & e

Maths Addition

Personal Learning Social and Emotional Capabilities - What does a good group member look like within
our class?

RRRR Personal Strengths - What being brave looks like?

Performance Arts The Jungle Book Auditions. A note went out on Tuesday regarding the Audition
Process and schedule. This Friday will be the first of three Auditions for the main
characters.

Visual Arts Clay Animal Pinch Pots & Painting Projects

Health My Feelings. We are learning to name different feelings and how we can recognise
them in people’s body actions.

Sport Basketball skills and  Tag games to improve running skills

Indonesian Islands of Indonesia
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What’s happening this fortnight in GRADE 3 - 6

Religion People of Prayer

English Finding connections in our Reading
Procedural Writing

Maths Measurement: Length, Area and Perimeter

Personal Learning How do we create food and fibre products from animals and plants?

RRRR Personal Strengths

Performance Arts The Jungle Book Auditions. A note went out on Tuesday regarding the Audition
Process and schedule. This Friday will be  the first of three Auditions for the main
characters.

Visual Arts Clay Animal Pinch Pots & Painting Projects

Health Healthy Relationships. We are learning  about Empathy. What does the word mean
and why is it an important part of  relationships?

Sport Basketball skills and Tag Games to improve running skills.

Indonesian Islands of Indonesia

STUDENT NEWS
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P&F NEWS
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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Attendance Matters

A snapshot of St Mary’s P.S. Attendance as at 2nd of March.  We understand that students will be absent
from time to time for a variety of reasons,  it is important that you notify the school when this is the case.

If you are unsure about your child’s attendance percentage please check your PAM account.
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