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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Dear Parents, Families and Friends,

As Term 1 concludes over the next two weeks, I can’t help feeling a sense of pride and
gratitude. What a blessing to be involved in such a wonderful community at St Mary’s,
where our school and parish members are passionate about their faith, education and
making strong community ties.

A highlight for me was visiting the Grade 5/6 students on their three days at Cave Hill. The children were kept very
busy with canoeing, rock climbing, abseiling, bush tucker, orienteering and more. Rain and hail would not break
their spirits as all the students challenged themselves in a safe environment, and it was a pleasure to take them
away. Thank you to Cath Williams for organising a rewarding experience for our students.

Next week, St Mary’s Catholic Primary will participate in a National School Improvement Tool (NSIT) review
process. This is an opportunity to reflect on our current practices and progress made towards improving the
quality of teaching and learning and, subsequently, student learning and well-being outcomes. The review team will
work closely and collaboratively with staff, parents and students to identify existing strengths and provide
recommendations to inform the school’s next improvement cycle.

As we enter Holy Week, let us remember that Easter is a great reminder that Christ died and rose for each of us. His
death and resurrection can transform our lives as we endeavour to show love for our neighbours, respect all
creation, and restore hope and mercy. Our students will perform their Holy Week presentation next Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday. Getting as many St Mary’s parents and friends as possible would be great to support our
students’ learning. Please see the times below in our calendar.

I hope you have a safe, restful and rewarding holiday period. I look forward to seeing you for a fantastic Term 2.

Stephen O’Shannessy

Principal

1
We acknowledge and pay respect to the Jaara people as the original and ongoing custodians of the land wemeet on.

We commit ourselves to actively work alongside Aboriginal people for reconciliation and justice.
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CALENDAR

TERM 1, 2023

Friday 31st March Cross Country/Junior Fun Day

Monday 3rd April HOLYWEEK - Palm Sunday 2:45pm All Welcome

Tuesday 4th April HOLYWEEK Last Supper (Caritas Fundraiser @ 1:00pm)
Casual Clothes Day All Welcome

Wednesday 5th April HOLYWEEK - Good Friday 9:00am All Welcome

Thursday 6th April
Awards Assembly/Easter Egg Raffle - 9.00am All Welcome
Wedderburn College Fete - 9.30am - 2pm Students only
Last Day of Term 1 - 2.20pm finish

Friday 7th April GOOD FRIDAY

Sunday 9th April EASTER SUNDAY

TERM 2, 2023

Monday 24th April First Day of Term 2

Tuesday 25th April
ANZAC Day Public Holiday
School Community meet at the Inglewood Butcher Shop at
10.45am for an 11:00am ANZAC service

Friday 28th April Landcare Community Project

Monday 1st - 5th May Catholic Education Week

Monday 1st May Grade 5-6 Leadership Day - Echuca

Tuesday 2nd May Community Gathering 5:30 - 7pm

Thursday 5th May Learning Conversations

Sunday 7th May Run for Resilience - Bridgewater

Tuesday 9th May Learning Conversations

Friday 12th May Mother’s Day Breakfast

Thurs 18th - 19th May Grade 3-4 Camp to Sovereign Hill

Tuesday 23rd May School Council Meeting - 6pm

Friday 26th May PUPIL FREE DAY (Staff Learner Diversity Day)
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CATHOLIC IDENTITY

Caritas’ Last Supper- Lunch Order Form

On Tuesday, 4th April, St Mary’s will host a Caritas Fundraiser for our Holy Week
celebrations. At 1:00 pm, the whole school will participate in the Last Supper service,
followed by a BBQ lunch. We are asking families to donate $5 for a sausage and
juice for our Caritas fundraising. Please fill out this form for your child and yourself if
you attend. Please include your order form and money in a sealed bag or envelope.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - –

Name_______________________ would like to purchase (please tick)

1 x sausage and juice $5 ⛉
2 x sausages and juice $10 ⛃
3 x sausages and juice $15 ⛃
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SCHOOL NEWS

Grade 5/6 Camp to Cave Hill Creek
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NSIT School Review :

St Mary’s Catholic Primary will take part in a National School Improvement Tool (NSIT) School Review Process next
week. This is an opportunity to reflect on current practices and progress made towards improving the quality of
teaching and learning and subsequently, student learning and well-being outcomes. The review team will work
closely and collaboratively with staff, parents and students to identify existing strengths and provide
recommendations to inform the school’s next improvement cycle.

Cross Country & Junior Fun Day:

We wish all of the students the best of luck as they hit the Marong track for Cross Country and the Junior Fun Day
tomorrow. Thank you to Miss Fenwick for coordinating the event. A reminder to bring your water bottles and that
hats are to be worn and sunscreen applied.

ANZAC Day:

ANZAC day is on Tuesday 25th April. Could students attending the march meet by 10:45 am at the Butcher Shop in
Brooke Street. This will be followed by the Inglewood Morning Service at 11 am at the Inglewood Monument in
Grant Street. Any St Mary’s children in attendance are asked to wear their school uniform.

WonderWhite Recycle:

St Mary's Primary school is getting involved with the Wonder White Recycle,
Earn and Play program. The program is an initiative that teaches children all
about recycling. Our school community will collect bread bags and drop them off
in collection boxes either at school or Bridgewater Bakery. For every bin our
school returns, we are rewarded with points which we can exchange for new
sports equipment at the end of the program. It would be amazing if our school
could start collecting bread bags and place them in our collection bins.

We are so excited to participate in this initiative this year and cannot wait to
begin.

Wedderburn Fete:

Students will be attending the Wedderburn Fete on Thursday 6th April. A permission form has been uploaded to
PAM for parents to fill out. Students are invited to bring a small amount of cash, preferably small change ($5-$20) to
enjoy the rides and market stalls. A free sausage sizzle will be provided to all students.

Grade 3&4 Camp:

Our Grade 3 & 4 Camp will occur on Thursday 18th - 19th May to Sovereign Hill. Many exciting activities are being
organised and Ms Fenwick and Mr O’Shannessy are busily putting the final touches on preparations and permission
forms for the camp. Keep an eye out for the permission forms when they are released in the near future.
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Caritas Crazy Hair / Crazy Socks Day:

Thank you to those families who made gold coin donations today towards Caritas - Project Compassion. Your
numerous generous donations will go towards Project Compassion. The kids had amazing hair styles and lots of
crazy socks.
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PASTORAL WELLBEING

Hope you've had the chance to check out our beautiful new School Value signs around the back of the school? As a
school, the children and staff collaborated to come up with values that we believed were important for us to live by
at St Mary's, and what each of these looks like in action. With our 'Care Crows' leading the way, we will continue to
make St Mary's a happy, safe and caring place to be!

BIRTHDAYS
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR STAFF

Name: Tayla Fenwick
Position at School: Foundation, Grade 2/3 Teacher & Physical Education Coordinator

Hobbies: Netball, football, listening to music, musical theatre, ice skating,
swimming, sudoku, going to concerts, travelling, hanging out with my friends.
What do you like about St Mary’s?: I love the community aspect of St Mary’s which
is what gravitated myself towards my position when applying back in 2021.
Having people within the school community as well as the Inglewood community
in general to lean on for support has been a massive influence on my love for the
school. We also have some pretty amazing students which are so generous and
supportive of one another and the staff members. They all know how to make
guests feel welcome at our school.
Favourite Book/Music: I am a big fan of Pop Punk music (Green Day, Blink 182 etc).
I also absolutely love musical theatre, it just makes me feel so happy. I am a
massive fan of Colleen Hoovers books at the moment.
What are you looking forward to in 2023: I am very excited to go to camp this year with the Grade 3/4 students.
I am going to the Grand Prix this weekend which I’m really excited about which some of your kids may have
mentioned. I am looking forward to seeing some of my friends from other schools when I go and complete my
Religion accreditation course again in the next few terms.
Something interesting about me: I absolutely love travelling, I have been to the United States of America three
times, Fiji once, New Zealand five times, we used to go on annual holidays up to the Gold Coast as a child and
I’ve been up to Sydney three times.

P&F NEWS

The annual Easter Raffle is back again this year! We will have three great prize baskets full
of Easter goodies, with tickets $1 each or 3 for $2. The raffle will be drawn on the last
day of term, following our School Assembly on Thursday 6th April at 9.15am before
the school departs for the Wedderburn College Fete.

It would be appreciated if each family could make a contribution to the prize baskets.
Please send your donation to school along with your raffle tickets by Tuesday 4th April.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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Goldfield’s Regional Library School Holiday Program
What’s On?

13


