
St. Mary’s Primary School is committed to the safety and welfare of all children, within a secure environment.
All children have a right to be treated with respect and to be protected from abuse and harm. This school supports the
Child Safe Standards (Ministerial Order 870) and actively seeks to ensure that all students are kept safe from all forms

of harm at all times.
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CALENDAR

Dear Parents, Families and Friends,

Welcome to the 2022 school year! It’s certainly been an interesting and
highly anticipated start given the changing COVID situation and media
speculation over the holidays. It was great to see the children's smiling
faces coming through the gate, ready to reunite with friends, make new
friendships and learn at school. We have welcomed two Foundation
children, Harry & Hazel, who have joined our St Mary’s community and
we look forward to sharing the journey of primary school with them. In
addition, we have also welcomed our new staff, Tayla Fenwick & Adele
George, to our school and again we look forward to welcoming them and
working together. I’m looking forward to seeing our school together at our
Beginning of the Year Mass next Thursday.

I have endeavoured to keep the community up to date with COVID
information as it comes to hand. Please pay particular attention to the
requirements surrounding visitors, checking in, vaccinations, masks and
Rapid Antigen testing procedures.

Most importantly, children with any Covid-19 symptoms should be tested
for Covid-19 and kept at home, even if they test negative on a rapid antigen
test, until their symptoms subside. If your child becomes sick while at
school, they will be sent straight to the sickbay and you will be called to
come and pick them up.

February

Wed 9th Foundation Rest Day

Thurs
10th

Beginning of Year Mass - 10am

Sacrament Preparation Meeting
#1 - 3:30pm - 4:30pm

Mon 14th School Council Meeting - 7pm

Wed 16th Foundation Rest Day

Thurs
17th

Whole School Swimming & Gym

Sacrament Preparation Meeting
#2 - 3:30pm-4:30pm

Wed 23rd Foundation Rest Day

Thurs
24th

Whole School Swimming & Gym

Sacrament Preparation Meeting
#3 - 3:30pm-4:30pm

Fri 25th P&F Meeting - 2pm
Assembly - 3pm
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We value communication at St Mary’s and strive to keep the community up to date. Emails will often be sent out
and messages sent to your PAM account. Please consider downloading the SIMON Everywhere app to get quick
access to school updates and information. If you need to discuss an issue or concern please contact your child's
classroom teacher and an appointment may be made.

If you haven’t done so already, I now put a call out to families to please return completed information packs and
ICT agreements ASAP. We are legally required to collect this information and it is vital for the smooth running of
the school. If you’ve misplaced your information pack from the end of last year, please contact Sandra in the
Office.

Our School Advisory Council will meet for the first time in 2022 on Monday 14th February.

The Gospel for this weekend focuses on Jesus calling his first disciples. Like Isaiah and Peter, each and every one
of us is called. It may not happen through Jesus stepping into our boat, but when we quieten our minds and our
hearts enough to really listen, we become aware that God truly is calling to each and every one of us. The call
comes to us through our friends; our experiences; our hopes and our fears. Sometimes we are so afraid of
hearing the call that we fill our lives with noise and distractions. We fear that the call will involve hardship, or at
the very least: unpopularity. But that’s no excuse! Let us answer the call this year.

Kim Carter

Principal

CATHOLIC IDENTITY
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SACRAMENTS

Earlier this week, a letter was sent home to families regarding the Reconciliation Sacrament Program. This
program is open to Baptised Catholic children who are in Grade 3 and above, and older children who have not
completed the program but wish to do so. This is a Parish-based program, led by Father Stephen Bolling. A
parent/guardian is asked to attend the preparation sessions with their child. If you missed the note, or if you
would like more information, please speak with Mrs Carter or Father Stephen.

SCHOOL NEWS

2022 SCHOOL TERM DATES:

Term 1:
Friday 28th January - Friday 8th April

* Friday 28th January - Staff First Day
* Monday 31st January - All Students Begin

Term 3:
Monday 11th July - Friday 16th September

Term 2:
Tuesday 26th April - Friday 24th June

Term 4:
Monday 3rd October - Friday 16th December

* Wednesday 14th December - Students Last Day
* Friday 16th December - Staff Last Day

2022 PUPIL FREE DAYS:

Please jot the following Pupil Free Days down on your calendar. Please note that these dates are subject to
change based on government, school or Catholic Education Sandhurst requirements:

● Friday 28th January (Staff Induction & Planning)
● Friday 11th March (Staff Spirituality - Indigenous Perspectives)
● Monday 30th May (Level 2 First Aid)
● Friday 19th August (Learner Diversity - NCCD)
● Monday 31st October (Report Writing Day)
● Thursday 15th December (2023 Planning Day)
● Friday 16th December (Staff Last Day)

SPECIALIST DAYS:

Sport Library Visual Arts Performance
Arts

Indonesian Health

Foundation  -
Grade 2

Tuesday &
Friday

Friday Monday Friday Friday Tuesday

Grades 3 - 6 Tuesday &
Friday

Friday Monday Friday Tuesday Tuesday
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WHOLE SCHOOL SWIMMING & GYMNASTICS PROGRAM:

We were very excited to get the green light to run our whole school swimming
and gymnastics program. Parents are asked to complete the permission forms
and update student medical profiles on PAM. Any students without permission or
a valid medical profile will be unable to attend the excursions. Please note, due to
the gap in dates between the 5th and 6th weeks of the program, there are two
excursion forms that need to be completed on PAM.

THE JUNGLE BOOK IS COMING
TO ST MARY’S THIS YEAR!

We are delighted to announce that our Whole School
Production will take place this year in Term Three!
Stay tuned for more information in the coming
weeks via the Newsletter.

THANK YOU:

A very special thank you goes to community members who have
worked hard throughout the holidays to help keep our school
looking terrific and the chickens alive! A special mention to the
McEwan’s who chook-sat the chickens over the holidays, the Birthisel
family (Just Trees) for trimming the trees and cleaning the gutters,
Shane Maxwell (Central Vic Horticultural and Landscaping Services)
for maintaining our gardens and making sure we have the best
looking oval in Inglewood, Tony Smith for his ongoing maintenance
efforts and Ken Nott for making sure out bins went out each week.

CONVENT / SPECIALIST LEARNING AREA UPDATE:

We’re on the home straight now with the refurbishment of the new Specialist Learning Area. Painting has been
completed and cabinetry installed. The builders have experienced some hold ups in regards to the supply of
flooring, etc. but remain hopeful of completing the project by the end of the month. We’ve penciled in an Official
Opening and Blessing ceremony for 10am on Wednesday 1st June. Please add it to your diary.
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What’s happening this fortnight in PREP - GRADE 2

Religion I can talk to God

English Holiday recounts
Identifying similarities between different types of texts

Maths Place Value

Personal Learning Personal and Social Capabilities

RRRR Personal Strengths

Performance Arts An Introduction to our Whole School Production this year

Visual Arts The Colour Wheel & Elements of Art

Health As part of our topic ‘This is Me’, we are learning about the things that make us
special with a focus on celebrating our similarities and differences.

Sport For the next two weeks we will be participating in an AFL Clinic at school.

Indonesian Indonesia the country

What’s happening this fortnight in GRADE 3 - 6

Religion People of Prayer

English Writing for an intended audience
Asking questions to gain further information

Maths Place Value

Personal Learning Australia Day

RRRR Personal Strengths

Performance Arts An Introduction to our Whole School Production this year

Visual Arts Personal Area Code Project

Health My Identity- Character Strengths

Sport For the next two weeks we will be participating in an AFL Clinic at school.

Indonesian Indonesia the country
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2022 WILDLY IMPORTANT GOALS:

WHAT WILL THIS INITIALLY LOOK LIKE?

Attendance Promotion: Going to school every day is the single most important part of
your child’s education. Students learn new things at school every day – missing school
puts them behind.  We all want our students to get a great education, and the building
blocks for a great education begin with students coming to school each and every day.

WHAT WILL THIS INITIALLY LOOK LIKE?

Daily Community Reading Time: Each morning, the bell will ring at 8:45am to signal
the start of our morning Community Reading time. Whenever possible, parents are
asked to join us for our Community Reading sessions and listen to your child read.
There will be staff available to listen to children read on days when parents/guardians
are unable to come in.

Literacy Support: This year, classes will have additional literacy support in the
classroom, with most literacy sessions having two adults present supporting children.

Professional Learning: Teaching staff will be undertaking a six week professional
learning masterclass based on the Science of Learning, Reading and Writing.

WHAT WILL THIS INITIALLY LOOK LIKE?

Community Reading: Families will have the opportunity to connect with each other
and the school during our Community Reading Time.

Community Room: After reading with your child in the morning, stop by the new
Community Kitchen in the Convent for a cuppa and a chat. We’re working to set up a
free community library and Food Bank which will be housed in the Community Room.

Additional Learning Conversations: This year, we will move to termly Learning
Conversations (Parent Teacher Interviews). These regular conversations will promote
discussion regarding student learning progress and allow for the co-creation and
monitoring of individual learning goals.
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COVID PREVENTION & INFECTION CONTROL:

We all have a place to play in creating a COVID-Safe space. Many letters have been sent out recently relating to
current guidelines and expectations regarding testing requirements, masks and vaccinations, etc. Please double
check these letters to ensure you’re clear on the requirements. The spaces where staff and students teach, learn
and play have an important role in protecting against COVID-19 transmission. It is important that any staff
member or student who becomes unwell while at school gets tested and returns home.

We will continue to be guided by Federal, State and Catholic Education guidelines and policies relating to the
prevention and response to COVID situations. In addition, the following is a quick reference guide to other
illnesses outside of coronavirus related symptoms:

COVID HOME LEARNING MATERIALS:

In the coming days, students will be given a Home Learning Material matrix filled with learning activities that
can be completed at  times throughout the year when children may need to stay home or isolate due to COVID. If
this happens to you, please use the matrix as a guide of school activities that you could do at home. Children are
asked to complete the activities that are easily accessible to you and your family. They don’t have to complete
technology-based activities if you don’t already have a device at home. If you have any questions about the
activities listed, please contact your classroom teacher.

SUN SMART REMINDERS:

Just a reminder that school hats are to be worn by all students during Terms 1 and 4
(and during Terms 2 and 3 when the UV Rating is 3 or higher). Students without
hats are to sit or play quietly in the shade near the bag lockers. Students can supply
and apply their own sunscreen if desired.
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STUDENT NEWS
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COMMUNITY NEWS

BRIDGEWATER BAKERY:

The Bridgewater Bakery has contacted us and have increased their prices for this year (the first price rise since
2014). Could you please make the following adjustments to the lunch order envelopes that have already been
sent home. We will get some new envelopes printed with the new prices and send them home in the near
future.

Lunch orders need to be placed on Wednesday, ready for delivery on Thursday using cash only. The Bakery has
requested that parents do not drop any order off directly to the bakery and are unable to process any lunch
orders via card as the prices they do for school lunches are well under the bakery prices and cannot be
processed through the tills.

BRIDGEWATER BAKEHOUSE LUNCH LIST

Bread and rolls can be either, White, Wholemeal or Multigrain – Please specify what you want on the
order form. Thanks

*(Please also note: these are special primary school prices)

Fresh Sandwiches Or Rolls (specify type of bread otherwise given white)

$ 3.30             Ham   Cheese

$ 4.50             Ham   Cheese   Tomato   Lettuce   Carrot   Beetroot   Mayonnaise

$ 4.50             Chicken Cheese Tomato   Lettuce   Carrot   Beetroot   Mayonnaise

$ 3.50              Egg   Lettuce

$ 2.50              Vegemite Cheese

Hot Food

$ 2.70 Hot Dog

$ 2.80 Plain Pie

$ 3.30 Special Pie-Random

$ 2.70 Pastie

$ 2.00 Sausage Roll

$ 1.30 Party Pie or Party Sausage Roll

$ 3.50 Toasted Ham Cheese Sandwich

$ 3.80 Toasted Ham Cheese Croissant

Other Items (not heated)
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$ 2.20 Vegemite Scroll

$ 2.50 Ham/Pineapple Pizza

$ 2.00 Cheese & Bacon Roll

Cakes and Slices

$ 2.60 Muffin: Choc Chip, Blueberry, Orange & Poppyseed

$ 1.50 Donut: Iced or Cinnamon

$ 2.00 Jam Donut (Hot or Cold)

$ 3.00 Slice: Vanilla, Hedgehog, Jelly

Drinks

$2.50 Nippy’s Chocolate, Strawberry, Banana, Iced Coffee

$2.50 Juice 250ml Orange, Apple, Apple & Blackcurrant

THE TERRIFIC TEAM FOR 2022

Louise Murray, Kim Carter, Franceen Innes, Tayla Fenwick, Cath Williams, Adele George & Sandra Coffey
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